Working with People with Access and Functional Needs in Emergency Situations—Lessons Learned from the Joplin Tornado
Overview of Presentation

In the wake of the EF5 tornado that devastated the Joplin, Missouri community, community leaders have developed methods to ensure that people with disabilities are at the table throughout the response and redevelopment process. This presentation will highlight the following: 

· General Disability Etiquette in Disaster Situations;

· The Disability Disaster Council developed by community members; 
· The use of Social Media as a tool to reach the disability community; 
· The role of the FEMA Disability Integration Specialist; 
· The role of Centers for Independent Living and other Disability Organizations; 

· Providing disability awareness and ADA training to First Responders;
· Working with the City to ensure accessibility during redevelopment; and 
· Participating in the long term recovery process.

Presented by Stephanie Brady, Director of Programs with The Independent Living Center and Co-Chair of the Joplin Area Long Term Recovery Committee. 
